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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

Listin g of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) A trailer coupling arrangement for a 
motor vehicle including a trailer coupling, a coupling ball and a ball neck, said 
coupling arrangement comprising: 

a drive motor for moving the trailer coupling from an operating a position 
into a resting position and the reverse; and 

a control unit for operating the drive motor wherein the drive motor 
actuates motion of the trailer coupling only when each of a velocity of the vehicle 
does not exceed a predetermined value, one of a tailgate and a rear window of the 
motor vehicle are open, and no trailer is fastened on the trailer couplingiand 

a sensor unit in a closing mechanism of a rear window or tailgate which 
outputs a signal to said rontrol unit t o indicate that the rear window or tailgate 
is open . 

2. (Original) The trailer coupling arrangement according to claim 1, 
wherein conditions for implementation of the motion of the trailer coupling are 
AND-connected and wherein motion of the trailer coupling is stopped if one of 
the conditions of the motion of the trailer coupling fails. 
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3. (Cancel). 

4. (Currently Amended) The trailer coupling arrangement 

according to claim 1, wherein A trailer coupling arrangement for a motor vehicle 
including a trailer coupling, a coupling ball and a ball neck, said coupling 
arrangement comprising: 

a drive motor for moving the trailer coupling from an operating a position 
into a resting position and the reverse; 

a control unit for operating the drive motor wherein the drive motor 
actuates motion of the trailer coupling only when each of a velocity of the vehicle 
does not exceed a predetermined value, one of a tailgate and a rear window of the 
motor vehicle are open, and no trailer is fastened on the trailer coupling; and 

a sensor is provided on the a coupling head or on the an electric socket for 
connecting the trailer with the motor vehicle for recognizing whether a trailer is 
mounted on the coupling. 

5. (Original) The trailer coupling arrangement according to claim 1, 
wherein motion of the trailer coupling is prevented or stopped when torque of the 
drive motor exceeds a specified reference value. 
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6. (Original) A trailer coupling system for motor vehicles 
comprising: 

a trailer coupling including a coupling ball and a ball neck; 

drive means for moving said trailer coupling from a first position to a 
second position, and from said second position to said first position; 

a first control means for controlling actuation of said drive means when 
each of a velocity of said motor vehicle does not exceed a predetermined value, 
and one of a tailgate and a rear window of the motor vehicle are open and no 
trailer is fastened on the trailer coupling; 

a second control means for stopping said drive motor when either the 
velocity of the vehicle exceeds said predetermined value, when the tailgate and 
the rear window of the motor vehicle are closed or when a trailer is fastened on 
the trailer coupling. 

7. (Original) The trailer coupling arrangement according to claim 1, 
wherein said predetermined value is 5Km/h. 

8. (Original) The trailer coupling arrangement according to claim 6, 
wherein said predetermined value is 5Km/h. 

9. (Original) The trailer apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
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10. (Original) The trailer apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
said second control unit is a logic OR gate. 

11. Currently Amended) The trailer arrangement coupling 
according to claim 6, wherein further including a sensor unit in a closing 
mechanism recognizee an opon roar window or tailgate of the rear window or 
tailgate which outputs a signal to said first control unit to indicate that the rear 
window or tailgate is open . 

12. (Currently Amended) The trailer arrangement coupling 
according to claim 6, wherein a sensor is provided on the a coupling head or on 
the an electric socket for connecting the trailer with the motor vehicle for 
recognizing whether a trailer is mounted on the coupling. 

13. (Original) The trailer coupling arrangement according to claim 6, 
wherein motion of the trailer coupling is prevented or stopped when torque of the 
drive motor exceeds a specified reference value. 
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